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at Guildhall, by a Special Jury, on Saturday 
the Eleventh Day of June, 1757. 
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T R IA EL 


of Captain Hr 


EF ORE the Ri ght Honourable 
che Lord MANSFIE ELD, Lord 
chief Juſtice of His Majeſty's Cgurp 
of King's Bench: On Saturday, the 
_— Eleventh of Fune, 1757, jn the 
King's Bench Court at the Guildhall, 
of the City of 9 
The Court was opened, about a Quarter of an 
Hour before Six of the Clock in che Evenings by 
uſual Proclamation, _ . | 
Soon after, a Special Jury of Merchants were 
impannelled to try an Action brought by Admiral 
Knowles, againſt Captain Gambier, for Crigzing| 
Converſation with his. 4 — bet 
The Jury. being 8 and ſeated, (which took u 
fome me, Court being, ſo I — 
ded, befote the Jurors ſworn. could get into the 
J ury-Box, ) the Cquncil for the Plaintiff proceeded 0 
open the Cauſe of Action. | 
L fer the Plaintiff, May i ic pleaſe you, my. 
Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury, I am of Council 
for the Plaintiff, and this Action is brovght by the 
much injured Party, Admiral Knowles, againſt! 
Captain Gambier, Captain of his Majeſty's Ship the 
5 for Criminal Converſation with the Admj- 
rai's 
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babs Lady. The Admiral lays NP ay... the 
Sum of Ten Thouſand Pounds. We ſhall call our 
Witneſſes, on the Part of the Plaintiff, and prove 
the Fact committed by the Defendant to your Sa- 
tisfaction; and then, Gentlemen, you will give us 
ſuch Damages, as you ſhall think the Nature of the 
Caſe and the Heniouſneſs of the Crime deſerves, 
which cannot be leſs in my humble Opinion, "than 
what the Plaintiff has laid in the Declaration. 
Second Council for the Plaintiff. Gentlemen of 
the Jury, I am likewiſe Council in this Cauſe for the 
Plaintiff. This is. ag 2 brought by Admiral 
Knowles, againſt the Defendant Captain Gambier, 
who has pleaded, Not Guilty, for Criminal Conver- 
ſation and Correſpondence with the Plaintiff's Wife, 
I is an Offence, the Defendant Ganbier has bekn 
guilty of, of the higheſt Nature in itſelf, = 
. moſt deſtructwe bf that Peace and Happikeſs, dels, 
Love and Affection which ought, ' and Which 
Man expects from his Wife, ſhould attend the mar- 
ried State. An Injury of this Sort has always been 
looked on as an irreparable Loſs where-ever and 
when-ever it has happened. Adultery in moſt of 
the civilized Nations of Antiquity, was puniſhed' 
wich Death, and we all know this, that Moſes, the. 
Lawgiver cf the Hebrews, by the Command and 
peintment of Gop Himſelf, as it is writter-1n 
the Old Teſtament Records, 0 80 * Perſon ta- 
ken in Adultery, in the adyltets to be o- 
ned to Death. At preſent, a0 in 20 144d pariicu- 
larly, the Laws ate wer ſo ETV ere, Biete, and 
pecuniary Puniſhments are the only Penaltirs we are 
ſubject o. This Scene of Adultery now before you 
is one of the moſt atrocious and wicked as ever was 
tried in chis or any other Court, or perhaps 1 in this or 
any other Nation, if conſidered in all its Circum- 
ſtances; and which as near as poſſible, and the Na- 
ture of the Things will admit, we ſhall now lay be- 
e Et fore 
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fore you. And, if my Inſtructions be true, as I 
have no Reaſon to doubt they are, we ſhall ſhew 
you how, and in what Manner, the Defendant Cap- | 
tain Gambier corrupted and ſeduted froth her Alle- b 5 
giance and Affection to her Husband, the Wife of | 
the Plaintiff, It ſeems, the Plaintif, Admiral 
Knowles, was ſent over by His Majeſty, as Gover-, 
nor of the Iſland of Jamaica; this brought Mrs 
Knowles thither. This happened in the year TEST 3 
| And here the Admiral and fits Lady Rved happy * 
the Enjoyment of one the other, 4 Min and theit 
Wives ought to do, and my Plaintiff had by Mrs. "a 7 
Knowles three Children, during his Government; 19 - 
and for ought that appears to the con rary, would 
have remained happy to this Time, if it had nor 
been for the wicked Inſinuations and adultetous "4 
Contrivances of Mr. Gambier, the Defendant in this 
Cauſe. It ſeeme, that this wicked Commerce be- 
tween the Defendant and the Plaintiffs Wife began 
as we ſhall prove, by undeniable Evidence, on the 
twenty-third of April, in the Year, 1756. in the 
Iſland of Jamaica, m Governor Knowles s own 
Houſe. Here it began. It ſeems, the Admiral 
put ſo great Confidence in the Defendant, and hal 
ſo great an Opinion of his Integrity and Friendſhip, 
that he (being recalled from his Government) and 
his Family being to return to England, he put his 
Wife and Family aboard the Detendant Gambiers 
Ship, in order for their ſafe Return to London. The 
Admiral himſelf could not return to England with 
his Family by the ſame Ship, but was obliged to 
ſtay in Jamacia, on ſome very neceſſary urgent 
Buſineſs which required his Preſence and perſonal . 
Attendance a Month or two longer. We ſhall 
ſhew you, Gentlemen, in what Manner this Crimi- 
nal Correſpondence between the Defendant and Mrs. 
Knowles, begun on Shore, in the Governor's own 
Houſe, as I have already obſerved, was carried on 
and daily practiſed on board the Defendant” on 
. B 2 Ship, 
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Jup, during the whole Voyage from Jamaica th 
the Port of London. When we have conducted 
them to Town; we ſhall ſhew you; how this wic⸗ 
ked and adulterous Intrigue was carried on from 
Day to Day; a Lodging was taken for Mrs: 
Knowles, by Mrs. Knewlei's Maid-Servant, ac- 
cording to the Directions of the Defendant, where 
he Frequently Wiſited Mrs. Knowles, dined and ſupped 
h her, was alone with her at ſeveral I imes, 
Hours together, and was in ſhort ſeen in Bed with 
ber. We ſhall likewiſe ſhew you, that Mrs 
Knowles did often viſit the Defendant at his Lodg- 
lags, ſup with him; and ſtay in his Company alone 
with him; many Hours together, and that fre- 


FS quently.—Now; Gentlemen, this is the Nature of 


our Evidence; to corroborate which we ſhall pro- 
Yuce to you, and lay before you for your ſerious 
Peruſal and Conſideration, divers Letters written by 
the Defendant to the Plaintiff's Wife which ac- 
knowledge the Fact, and prove the Criminal Cor- 
reſpondence which has been carried on between 
them. And iß as I am ſure we ſhall, we can 
prove them to be the Defendant Gambier's 
dwn Hand-writing, we ſhall ſet this Matter, I 
mean the Criminal Converſation between theſe two 
Parties, out of Diſpute. So far out of Diſpute; 
that I wonder what Sort of Defence; the Gentle- 
men on the other Side of the Queſtion intend to ſet 
up; but as near as I can conjecture, they have 
- pleaded Not Guilty to bring this Cauſe before you; 
to induce you to give ſmall Damages, and to aſcer- 
tain them. But this I am ſure, when this atrocious 
Affair ſhall come out before you, attended with all 
its Circumſtances, and conſidered as to its unhappy. 
Conſequences, you will be of Opinion, that the 
Damages the Plaintiff has laid in his Declaration are 
but juſt and reaſonable. The Defendant Gambier, 
it does appear through the whole Courſe of this 


Proceeding, 
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Proceeding, - has, acting below a Man of Honqur, 
betrayed that Confidence, Friendſhip and Truſt 
which the Plaintiff Admiral Knowles had put in 
him, by corrupting and ſeducing his Wife. In the 
Defendant's Letters, which will he laid before you, 
there are many Things very ſuprizing and roman- 
tick: He tells Mrs. Know/es, that he looks on the 
twenty-third of April, the Day they firſt began 
their Criminal Correſpondence in the Governor's, 
own Houſe, at Kingſton in Jamaica, as the hap- 
pieſt Day he ever enjoyed, he remembers, he ſays, 
and commemorates it too as their Wedding-Day in 
the Sight of God : Says, (for you muſt know, by 
the Way, Mr. Gamdbicr is à married Man, and has 
two or three Children, that he ſhall never love 
Mrs. G. ( fo it is written G. not Gambier at length 
in the Letter) meaning his Wife, nor her Children 
any more, ot not ſo dearly as her, meaning Mrs. 
Knowles, and her Children) if Gop ſhould bleſs 

them with a Token of their Love. And that he 
ſhould love her for ever, and if he ſhould have 
any Token of their mutual Love and Tenderneſs, 
as he hoped- and was almoſt ſure he ſhould, he 
would take Care of it, and nouriſh it before all the 
World beſides himſelf and the happy Mother; that 
is, that he would take Care of it and provide for it, 
next to himſelf and the Mother, of all Beings and 
Things in the whole World. In another of theſe 
Letters, he writes thus; Keep me, Madam, no 
longer in Suſpenee, you can if you will, inform me 
that our mutual Love is crowned with Succeſs, 
crowned with ſome Token of our tender and ſiacere 
Love. This laſt Expreſſion the enamoured Cap- 
tain, Gambier repeats ſeveral Times. Again, he 
ſays, in theſe Letters, that he, the Defendant, 
continually made Mention of her Name in his 
Prayers, every Night and Morning, to Almighty 
God, wiſhing heartily and ardently, that the Time 
may 


* 


6 The TRIAL Capt. G------; 
may ſhortly and ſwiftly come, wherein they may 
be happy, without any Uneaſineſs and Inter- 
ruption, in the Enjoyment of one another, which 
yould make them ample Amends for all the Hard- 
- ſhips and Diſappointments they had met with; for 1 
look upon you, Madam, as my lawful and beloved 
Wife. I ſhall conclude my Obſervations on theſe 
Letters with noting one other Circumſtance, and 
that is, that the Defendant in one of them 
ſpeaks of the State-Cabbin, meaning Mrs. Knowles's 
Bed-Chamber .aboard his own Ship, in which he 
brought the Plaintiff's Wife from the Weft Indies 
to London. Thus, Gentlemen, have I given you 
a brief Account of this iniquitous Tranſaction, which 
will ſhortly come out in its full Length and proper 
Colours from the Mouths and Teſtimonies of our 
Witneſſes. Now, Gentlemen, in Caſes of this Na- 
ture, there lies for your Conſideration, theſe ſeveral 
Particulars: Firſt, Whether the Plaintiff Admiral 
Knowles was mariied to the Party with whom the 
Defendant has been thus criminally converſant, as 
I am inſtructed to ſay ; for if we on the Part of the 
Plaintiff ſhall not be able to prove their Marriage, 
that is the Marriage of Admiral Knowles to his Wife, 
this Action brought by the Plaintiff in the preſent 
Cauſe, will fall to the Ground; for if the criminal 
Party Mrs. Knowles be not married, Captain Gam- 
dier, with her Conſent, will have as much Right to 
lie with her as Admiral Knowles; wherefore, we 
ſhall prove to your Satisfaction by Evidences, 
and honourable Evidences too, that Mrs. Knowles 
was married to Admiral Knowles at Aix la Cha- 
pelle.* And here it will turn out, that the — | 
785 ra 


A great and ſtrong City of Germary, in the Circle of W:/- 
* phalia, and Duchy of Juliers, an Imperial free City, and the 
Burying-Place of Charles the Great. It is famous on many 
Accounts; for its ſalutary add falubrious Waters; for its Po- 

3 pulonſneſs 
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being at Aix la Chapelle in Germany, fell in 
22 with Mrs. Knowles, who was the Daughter 
of an honourable and reputable Family in that City, 
and there married her. This being done, and 
which, I am ſure, we ſhall do to your entire Satiſ- 
faction, the ſecond Thing which demands your 
Attention, is, the Proof of the Fact, that is, the 
Circumſtances and Probabilities that the Defendant 
Gambier has been guilty of a Criminal Converſation 
and Correſpondence with the Plaintiff 'Knawles's 
Wife. This being proved to your Satisfaction, the 
third and laſt Conſideration | which. lies before you, 
is, what Damages the Plaintiff: has ſuſtained from 
the Defendant by the Corruption, Defilement- and 
A of 12 Wife. in SARS this Nature, 
Juries have always given large Damages; and 
I do Lag | Res, "hen og have 
heard both Sides of this Cauſe, but you will be able 
to give a juſt Judgment, find ſufficient Damages 
for the injured Plaintiff, and ſo puniſh the Defendant. 
as may deter all Perſons for the future, from being 
guilty of ſuch atrocious Crimes; à Crime, which in 
itſelf is the moſt deſtructive of the Peace of Society, 
and of that Tranquillity and Happineſs which ought 
to ſubſiſt in every Family. We will now call our 
Witneſſes, and lay before you theſe Facts, and 
we do not doubt, but you will find a Verdict for 
the Plaintiff. 5 
Call Lady Villiams. 1 
We will, my Lord, with your Lordſhip's Leave, 
fiſt prove the Marriage of Mrs. Knowles with. 
: . Admiral 
pulouſneſs and Riches ; for the Retirement of Dr. Francis 
Atterbury, late Biſhop of Racbeffer, and Dean of the Col 
Church of St. Peter, in the City of Wefminfer, after bis At- 
tainder and Baniſhment from England, where his Lordſhip | 
lived ſeveral Years and died in the = Faith ; and laſtly,” 
for the late Treaty of Peace concl between Zu and 


France, at a Congreſs held in this City, in the Year 1748. It is 
ſituated in a low Place, and all incircled with Hills. It is alſs 


well reſorted to by the Beau Monde of all the Nations in Zxrope. 
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Admiral Kyowles « #0; Bupelle, e fer 


F Os 
T Lady Williams ſworn. - 
9. I'think, Madam, you was at ie la Chapel 


in-the Year 1750; Do you know any Thin of 


the Marriage of Admiral Tou with his pref 
Wife? Was you preſent at the Marriage? And 
what do you know of it ?—Pleaſe to give the 
Court and the Jury an Account of what you know 
relative to this Affair. | 
Lady Williams,” I was at r la Chapt, in the 
You 1750: J vent thither to drink the Waters for 
the Sake of my Health ; I knew the Gentle weman 
before the Admiral married her ſome Time; ſhe was 
a modeſt; agreeable, courteous, well behaved, 


Farents in that City. The r com- 
ing here, and lodging in the Hottel, by her 
Parents, or frequented the ſame, It 1 
her. I have been oſten at her Parents Houſe, and 


ſober young Woman, and the Daughter of very 


| 


-pve with 


being well acquainted with both the Parties, with 


the Admiral and the Bride, I was invited to the 
Wedding; and I was preſent at her Marriage with 
the Admiral, I-ſiw' them married, and tlie Cete- 
mony was performed in a Parlour, or Dining-Rootn, 


in her Father's Houſe; there were ſeveral other 


Perſons preſent beſides mylelf. 
Croſs-Examined. WET? 
9, You ſay,” Madam, you was da at 5 


Marriage of Admiral Knowles with his Wife, 
Pray, where was. the- Ceremony performed, and dy 


whom ? 
Lady Williams. It was perforined in a 


private 


Room in the Houſe of nor Pies oY a Prieſt, 

who was dreſſed in a ſecylgr Habit, like out 

Clergymen here in England. © 
A: Was the Ceremony performed wich a Ring? 


Arn 


Lad y Wn, 1 0 not obſetye 8 
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Did you underſtand what was faid, becauſe 
the Ceremony was not performed either in French 
or in Engliſh? | 

Lady Williams, No, I did not: becauſe it was 
. performed in Latin, and I do not underſtand La- 
tin; but yet I could perceive they were married, 
and this I know, they lived together as Man and 
Wife all the while they and I were at Aix la Chapelle, 
which was ſome Time. And every one looked on 
them as Man and Wife, and treated them with the 

_ Civilities uſual on ſuch Occaſions, - 
9, What is the Maiden Name of Admiral 
Knowles's Wife, and of what Age was ſhe when 


married? : g 


Lady Williams. Her Maiden Name was Piuſbee, 
and ſhe was about eighteen Years of Age when 
ſhe was married to the Plaintiff Admiral Knowles, 

9. Your Ladyſhip means nearer Fourtcen Years 
of Age than Eighteen, 1 

Lady Williams. 1 am mightily miſtaken, it 
Miſs Pluſbee was not full Eighteen Years of Age, 
at the Time of her Marriage to the Admiral, and 
ſhe was always reputed a young Woman of a ſober 
Life and Converſation, which I believe was the 
chief Inducement to the Admiral to marry her, 

Council for the Plantiff. Deſire Lady Williams 
not to go away; ſhe may be wanted again in the 
Courſe of this Trial, 

Lady Williams, I will ſtay, my Lord, 

| Call Jonas Wright..—- Sworn, 

9. Who, and what are you? | 
Wright. I was Footman to Admiral Knowles, 
when he was at Aix la Chapelle, in the Year 


I O. * ; 
'D Glve the Court and the Jury an Account of 
what you know concerning the Marriage of your 
Maſter Admiral Knowles, with your Miſtrels, the 
Lady Knowles? * 
| | 1 C Wright. 
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Wright. I can ſpeak only to the ſecond Mar- 
riage; I was not preſent at the firſt Marriage. 
The fecond Marriage was performed at the Luthe- 
ran Chapel about ſeven Miles from Aix la Chapelle. 
As I underſtood the Language a little, I underſtood 
the Ceremony of the Marriage well enough. And 
this was done at the Proteſtan Church, becauſe my 
Miſtreſs's Parents were in ſome Doubt whether the 
firſt Marriage would ſtand good here in England. 
However they were both married in the Protefant 
Way, by a Prieſt dreſſed as the Miniſters are here 
m England, and all the while I was in the Service 
of the Admiral and my Miſtreſs they both lived 

as Man and Wife. 
| Croſs-Examined. 

Q Was you in the Lutheran Chapel all the 
while the Ceremony of the Marriage of your 
Maſter and Miſtreſs was performed? Mind, you 
are upon your Oath. 

Wright. Yes, I was prefent all the while; I 
kad often ſeen my Miſtreſs before ſhe was married; 
and the Ceremony of Marriage does not greatly 
differ from that performed in England, only that the 
Prieft is dreſſed in a black Gown inſtead of a Surplice. 

©. But here, you ſay, you knew this Miſs Piufbee 
before your Maſter the Admiral married her. My 
Inſtructions ſay, that ſhe was the Daughter of a 
Perſon who keeps a Cook's Shop, or Ordinary, in 
Aix la Chapelle. 22 | 

IWright. She was the Daughter of Monſieur 
Pluſbee, who kept a Houſe for the Accommodation 
of the Nobility and Gentry. No Body but Noble- 
men and Gentlemen reſort thither, and her Parents 
kept their Coach and two Footmen,- ] cannot 
ſay, but theſe Servants do odd Jobbs, and wait at 
Times on Companies, and the Coach may ſome- 
times be let out. But this I am ſure, they keep 
one of the beſt if not the beſt Houſe of Entertain- 
ment in that City, or its Neighbourhood. 


Court, 
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Court, All this is nothing to the Purpoſe, — 
the Marriage ſeems to be fully proved. wg 
Council for the Plaintiff. With your L.ordſhip's 
Leave, we will aſk a third Witneſs one or two 
Queſtions, relative to the Marriage of Admiral 
Knowles and Mrs, Knowles. ¶ Which being to the very 
Effect of the laſt Witneſs, we need not hererepeat.] 

Co. for the Plaintiff. Thus, Gentlemen of the 
Jury, we have fully eſtabliſhed the firſt Point we 
have undertakenz and which, I hope, has been 
done to your Satisfaction, viz, the Marriage of 
Mits Pleſhee to Admiral Knowles. —We will now 
proceed, to ſhew you, in what Manner the Defen- 
dant Captain Gambier corrupted the Wife of Ad- 
miral Knowles, debauching her Principles, and for 
upwards of a Year criminally converſed with her. 
We ſhall lay before you our Evidence to prove the 
Defendant guflty z the Nature of which is of two 
Sorts, viz. living Evidence, and written Evidence. 
And the one will ſtrengthen and coroborate the other. 

Elizabeth Bentley called and ſworn, | 
Madam, when did you come into the Ser- 
vice of Admiral Knowles's Lady? | 

Elizabeth Bentley, Some Time in March, or 
the Beginning of April, in the Year 1736. 

9. Give the Court and the Jury an Account how 
you came to go to Famaica®, and how you came 
into Mrs. Knowles's Service. 

Bentley. I went over in the Service of a Gentlewo- 
man; and when I had been there in the Iſland of 
Jamaica a little while, I was recommended to, and 
taken into, the Service of Mrs. Knowles. 

9. How long had you been there before you ob- 
ſerved Captain Gambier to come to the Governor's, 
that is, your Maſter's Houſe? And tell us, 
C 2 when 


A large Iſland in America, firſt diſcovered by Columbus a 
Portugueſe, fituated within the Tropicks, One Hundred and 
Forty Leagues North of the main Continent of 1 

ifteea 
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When you firſt obſerved any indecent Behaviour t6 

paſs between Captain Gambier and your Miſtreſs ? 
Bentley. Captain Gambier uſed to come often to 
gur Houſe z he uſed often to dine and ſup with my 
Maſter and Miſtreſs, They were very intimate, and 
there ſeemed to be a perfect Harmony and Friendſhip 
among them. I believe my Maſter had a great Re- 
gard for Captain Gambier. But, after I had been there 
above a Fortnight, or ſomewhat more, it was on the 
twenty-third Day of April, in the Year 1736, Captain 
Gambier came that Afternoon, about Three or Four 
o' Clock to our Houſe, when the Admiral was out, 
and he came into the Room where my Miſtreſs and 
I, and Miſs Bleſington were; and this had a Door 
out of it into my Miſtreſs's Bed- chamber. When 
the Captain came in, my Miſtreſs was dreſſed.— 
ſhe was dreſſed in White, and had her Hat on. 
Both ſhe and the Captain, after ſome Time, went 
out of Miſs Bleffington's Room, my Miſtreſs going 
"fiſt, and they both went into my Miſtreſs*'s Bed- 
chamber, and there they ſtaid three or four Hours. 
All this while the Admiral was abroad. When my 
Miſtreſs and the Captain left the Bed-chamber, 
which they did by going out of the Bed-chamber 
through a Door that led into the Dining-Room, 
and 


Fifteen South from Cub, Twenty Weſt from Hi/penio/a, and 
Qac Hundred and Forty from Cerihagena Newa. It is of an 
oval Form, One Hundred and Seventy Miles long, Seventy 
Miles broad, and contains Four or Five Millions of Acres, 
divided in the Middle by a Chain, of Mountains, the whole 
Length from Eaſt to Weſt. It is an admirable good Soil. Its 
Towns are, Port Royal, St. Jago, and Sewil/z, built by the 
Spaxiard:, It was ſubjett to the King of ain, till 1655, 
when they were diſpoſſeſſed by the Eg, who now enjoy it, 
and have rendered it one of the moſt — Plantations 
in the whole World. It is an Iſland of the greateſt Importance 
to the Crown of Enz/and, and is well reſorted to by the Eg, 
who fince they bave been in Poſſeſſion of it, have built a 
large Town called King/fon, now the Metropolis of the whole 
Iland. It lies between 17 and 18 Degrees, in North La- 
titude. 
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And ſo.dowfi into the Parlour, I went into my Mi- | 
ſtreſs's Bed-chamber, and upon viewing my MI 
ſtreſs's Bed, which I had made in the Morning, I 
— the Impreſſions of the Bodies of two Pers 
ons, as though they had been amorouſly laying and 
tumbling thereon 3 and on the Bolſter of the Bed 
my Miſtreſs had left her Hat. I ſaw her afterwards 
without her Hat, and her Cloaths and Things were 
rumpled and tumbled, as is uſual when Men and 
Women play together, and hug, kiſs, and tumble 
one the other. After the Captain was gone, my 
2 bid me make her Bed; which I readily 
id, 

9, This is all that you obſerved on the three and 
_ twentieth Day of April. Did you ever after that 
Day obſerve any more Familiarities, which paſſed 
between the Captain and your Lady ? Pray tell as, 
what were thoſe Familiarities ? 

Bentley. My Miſtreſs would often pull off her 
Stays againſt the uſual Time of the Captain's Com- 
ing ;—ſit with him in every amorous Poſture ima» 
ginable, ſometimes he would embrace her, ſome» 
times with his Hand round her Waſte, look at and 
oggle her; and ſhe would in Return, ſigh, coo, and 
ſmile at him, and often pat and ſtroke him, and 
then they would often go away, and be abſent 
ſometimes hat an Hour, ſometimes an Hour, two 
Hours, and more; and I did imagine by their Be- 
| haviour, and by the Bed which I had often Occaſions 
to make again, that they had repeated thoſe Plea- 
ſures they began on the twenty-third of April. 

9, Now, Madam, I think you came to England 
with your Miſtreſs in the ſame Ship with the Defen» 
dant Gambier, pleaſe to give the Court. and the 
Gentlemen of the Jury an Account what Familia» 
rities paſſed between the Captain and your Lady, 
during your Voyage in the . Defendant's Ship from 
Jamaica to England, 

Benihy. 


WEE 


ä 


14 The TRIAL V Capt. , 

Bentley. Governer Knowles, my Maſter, was 
by the Government here in England, ordered to 
come away back to London; and he being in · 
timate wich Captain Gambier, he conſigned his 
Lady, my Miſtreſs, her two Children and me, to 
go in the Defendant's Ship to Landon; we had Cab- 
bins fitted up for us on this Orcaſion z and my 
Miſtreſs had the State-Cabbin. - The Admiral came on 
board the firſt Night, and lay on board that Night 
with my Miſtreſs, but not afterwards ;—we ſet Sail 
the next Day for England; the Admiral's Affairs 
detained him fix Weeks or two Months longer; fo 
that he could not go along with my Miſtreſs. Captain 
Coates was Commodore, and he came home to Eng- 
land wich us; but Captain Gambrer had the Command 
of the Ship. The Cabbin I lay in was next to my Mi- 
ſtreſs's Cabbin ; and my Orders from my Miſtreſs 
were to get up every Morning before Six, and go up. 
and take the Children up who lay above in a little 
Cabbin, and there I uſed to be for two Hours, dreſ- 
ſing the Children, that is, from Six to Eight 
o'Clock every Morning. —Captain Gambier would 
always * K on the Deck, every Mor- 
ning, and when 1 was gone into the Cabbin where 
the Children were, he would go down into 
the State-Cabbin, and flay with my Miſtreſs ſomes» 
times an Hour, ſometimes more and ſemetimes leſs : 
and this continued to be the Practice during our 
whole Voyage. 3 

Q: When you came to Town, did you, by the 
Directions of your Miſtreſs and the Defendant, take 
a Lodging for your Miſtreſs? And tell us, what Fa- 
miliarities paſſed between the Defendant and your 
Miſtreſs after they came to Town? | 

Bentley, I went by my Miſtreſs's and the De 
fendant's Directions, and I took a Lodging at Mr. 
Wathen's a Haberdaſher in -Gloncefter-ftreer, and 
there the Captain uſed to come and viſit my _—_— 

| A 
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and ſometimes ſtay alone with her in her Bed-chamber 
till One, Two, Three, Four, and once till Five 
o'Clock in the Morning, In my Miſtreſs's- Bed- 
chamber was a Cloſet, and. this Cloſer was cleared 
and cleaned out, and the Captaig, the Defendant, 
went into the Cloſet, and fitted Mmſelf to it, that 
in caſe of the ſudden Arrival of the Admiral, the 
Captain might hide himſelf there ; and I ſaw him go 
in, and try the Cloſet, and he told me it would do 
for the Purpoſe, and the Key was put on the Inſide. 
At other Times my Miſtreſs would go to Captain 

Gambier's Lodgings, which was near my Miſtreſs's, 
once ſhe ſupped there; and ſhe would be there fre- 
quently two or three Hours at a Time. 

9. You ſeem to have forgot one Particular, 
which I find mentioned in my Inſtructions: and 
that is, your ſeeiog the Defendant and your Miſtreſs 
in Bed together. Pray recolle& yourſelf as to 
that Point, and give an Account of what you did 
ſee. And pray — a little louder, that my 
Lord and the Gentlemen of the Jury may hear you. 

Bentley. Curioſity, my Lord, led me two or 
three Times to look through the Key-hole of tha 
Chamber-door, in which I knew Captain Gambier 
and my Miſtreſs lay; the Feet of the Bed faced 
the Door. And the firſt Time I looked : 
the Curtains were ſo. cloſe drawn at the Feet of the 
Bed, that I could not ſee any Thing that was upon 
the Bed; but I could very plainly ſee on one Side 
of the Bed, that Side of the Bed on which the Cap- 
tain lay, his Shoes, which were near the Feet of the 
Bed: Juſt by ſtood a Chair on which the Captain's 
Coat and Waiſtcoat hung; the Captain getting out 
of Bed, and going to put his Cloaths on, I came 
away from the Door, 

2: This was the firſt Time, pray what did you 
ſee the next Time you look'd. thorough your Mi- 
ſtre(s's Bed-chamber Door? 

„ Bentley, 


| 
| 
| 
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Bentley. 1 was going to tell you: It was the 


next Morning, and then it ſo happened, that on 


the other Side of the Bed, I mean on that Side of the 
Bed oppoſite to that on which the Captain's Cloaths 
then were, on a Thair were hanging my. Miſtreſs's 
Gown and Petticoat, and on the Bed-mat near the 
Chair, I ſaw one of my Lady's white Stockings, and 
a Garter with a Silver Buckle. It being fine Summer 
Weather, and the Sun ſhining very bright, I ſaw 
my Miſtreſs get out of Bed, go ta the Window, 
draw back the Curtains, and then return back, and 
go into Bed again. The Captain ſaid ſomething _ 
P my Lady, but what it was I did not perfectly 
ear. | 
' 9, This was the ſecond Time: Did you ever 
after look thorough the Door? 
Bentley. It was a few Days before the Arrival 
of the Admiral, and about a Fortnight after the 


. Defendant had the Cloſet fitted for his Reception in 


Caſe of a Surprizal, The Morning I looked 
thorough the Door, and which. was the laſt Time 
but one I did ſo; was the Morning the Captain 
ſtaid all Night with my Lady till Five o'Clock in 
the Morning. 1 came to 6 Bed-chamber Door 


about Half an Hour after Four o'Clock in the 


Morning. The Captain and my Lady were laugh- 
ing, playing and talking, they talked partly in 
Exelifh, and partly in French. The Defendant got 
out of Bed, walked round the Feet of the Bed, made 
uſe of ſomething that was on my Lady's Side of 
the Bed, and then he jumped into Bed on the ſame 
Side; and ſoon after I believe both Parties were as 
happy, in the mutual Enjoyment of one another as 
they were on the twenty-third Day of April, in 
the Governor's Houſe in Jamaia. 

©, You ſay, this Time you looked thorough the 
Door was the laſt but one. Now pray let the Court 
know what you did fee the laſt Time, 
9 Bent ley, 


nn 
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Bentley. It was about Four or Five o'Clock in © 
the Afternoon, the very Day before the Admi- 
ral arrived. The Defendant and my Lady went 
out of the Dining Room into the Bed-chamber, and 
ſhat the Door, and there dreſſed themſelves each in 
a looſe Silk Night-gown, and there they played to- 
gether, and the Captain threw my Lady upon the 
Bed, and he flung himſelf upon her ; but ſhe diſen- 
gaged herſelf, and got off of the Bed, and then they 
ran ſeveral Times one after the other round the Room, 
playing and toying, till at length my Lady was 
quite tired, which the Defendant taking the Advan- 
tage of, flung my Lady on the Bed, and himſelf, . 
where they covered themſelves with the Coverlet, 
and I could ſee no more; and then I came away. 
9. But when I aſked you this Queſtion, Madam, 
I interrupted you; you was going to relate ſome 
other Familiarities which paſſed between the De- 
fendant and your Lady, 
Bentley. When my Lady received the Captain.at 
Home, ſhe would do it in a looſe Dreſs withour 
her Stays, and ſometimes they would play together 
as Lovers are uſed to do, and he would feel of her 
B-—ſts, and put his Hands through the Slit of her 
Gown, and up her Petticoats; and my Miſtreſs in 
Return would tickle the Defendant, beat, pull and 
ſtrike him amorouſly, &c. Theſe Interviews and 
Intrigues laſted till the Admiral arrived. 
9. Do you know of any Letters that paſſed be- 
tween the Defendant and your Lady ? | 
Court, If the Defendant has any Queſtions to 
ask this Witneſs, it would be better done before the 
Letters are read. | 
[Officer, diſcharge the Common Jury, and ac- 
quaint the Gentlemen of the Special Jury, 
who are in the other Room, that they may 
depart for this Time.] | 
D Croſt. 
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| Croſs-examined. 

9. You have told the Court, that you went to 
Jamaica: Pray what was the Name of the Perſon 
you went with ? | 

Bentley. I do not know, indeed: I have entirely 
forgot; I do not remember it. 

9. Strange! ſure you are very forgetful; for it 
is now fcarce ſeventeen Months ſince. 

Bentley, I went over with a Friend, or an Ac- 
quaintance of mine, as a Servant, but the Name of 
the Party I do not remember ; only that the Name 
was a very hard one, and not eaſy to be remem- 
bered. 
| © 9. Could you tell the Name, if you was to hear 
it ? | 
Bentley. I cannot fay I could; becauſe I never 
heard the Name of the Perſon I went over with 
but once; and I never had any Occaſion to make 
uſe of it. ö 

9. You call the Perſon you went over with, 
ſometimes Perſon and ſometimes Party; may be 
this Perſon or Party might be a Man, your Sweet- 
heart perhaps. Tell us, whether the Perſon 'or 
Party you went with, was either a Man; I pre- 
ſume you know what a Man is, or a Woman, or 
an Hermaphrodite ? 

Bentley. I have already told the Court, that 
J went over with a Woman, who was my Mi- 
ſtreſs. | 

9. Pray how came you acquainted» with your 
Miſtreſs, as you call her, and how long was you 
acquainted with her beſore you went with her to 
Jamaica. 

Bentley. J ſhall relate it as briefly as J can poſſibly. 
J had been ſome Time out of Place, in great 
Expectation of changing my Condition, but was 
diſappointed ; and being one Afternoon drinking 
Tea with a Maid-lervant in a Merchant's Houle - 
the 
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the City, I was informed there was a Gentle- 
woman, who would be there the next Day at Tea- 
time, who wanted a Chamber-maid,- or young 
Woman, to go with her, and ſhe would pay her 
Paſſage, who could handle her Needle well, and 
work fine Work, and make up Gentlemens and 
Ladies Shirts and Shifts. This I undertook, Ac- 
cordingly, all my Paſſage, both the Gentle woman 
and myſelf continually, (but when we were in Bed, 
for we both lay in one Bed together, or at Breakfaſt, 
Dinner or Supper, and ſometimes the Gentle- 
woman would divert herſelf and me with reading a 
Play out of Shakeſpear, &c. and ſometimes, by 
her Directions, I did the ſame) were thus em- 
ployed. And when I came to Kingſton, the Gen- 
tlewoman conducted me to a Houſe, of her Ac- 
quaintanee, where I found ſhe was much reſpected, 
and I was very civilly uſed. The Gentlewoman, 
the next Day went farther up the Country, and T 
never ſaw her more, nor ever heard her Name 
from that Day to this. When I had been in this 
Houſe about a Fortnight I was told, that Admiral 
Knowles's Lady wanted a Servant. I waited on 
her, who was then in great Want of a Chamber- 
maid, and the Admiral underſtanding that I was 
Juſt come from London, for at this Time my Lady, 
the Admiral, and Miſs Bleſſington were all together, 
drinking Tea in the Parlour, I was: aſked to ſtay . 
then; but L. was permitted to go back and fetch 
my Box, which a Porter brought to the Governor's 
Houſe. 
9. So, Madam, you was diſappointed in Love ; 
then you had a Sweetheart. Well, and ſo you 
left your Sweetheart, and went to Sea, with 
a Perſon you knew nothing of, — - Pray, what 
Wages had you, you worked hard, and a long 
Time too. | 
D 2 Bentley, 
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9 

Bentley. My Sweetheart married the Sunday be- 
fore I went on board, under the ſpecious Pretence, 
that his Parents would diſinherit him if he did not 
marry the young Woman he had married. He. 
had often ſollicited me to live with him privately 
as his Wife, till his Father was dead. But, though 
] was very willing to become my Sweetheart's Wife, 
I could not think of being his Slave, or . 
A Cuſtom too prevalent of late. As to Wages, the 
Party I went with was to pay my Paſlage, keep 
me, and get me a good Place when I came there. 
All which ſhe performed. She likewiſe made me a 
Preſent of a Guinea, the Day we landed in Jamacia. 
And who recommended me to the Admiral's Lady's 
Place, I do not certainly know, 

2. You ſay, Miſs Bleſſington was in the ſame 
Room where Mrs. Knowles, the Defendant and 
you were. She muſt therefore as well as you, ſee 

them go into the Bed-chamber, and might, if ſhe 
pleaſed, as I ſuppoſe, ſee all you did fee, What 

did ſhe ſay to all this; to be ſure you and Miſs 
made your Remarks on what you imagined paſ- 
ſed between the Defendant and the Governor's 
Lady ? | 

Bentley. Miſs Bleſſington never obſerved any 

Thing concerning what paſſed between the Defen— 
dant and my Lady to me, and therefore I could 
rot take any Notice of this Affair to her. She is 
a young Lady of great Prudence, Conduct, and 
Diſcretion, much addicted to reading of Hiſtory, 
and talking of the virtuous and heroic Actions of 
the Ancients, and the great Deeds done by the moſt 
illuſtrious Women. I was not much above a 
Month in this Service before I returned, as I have 
related, in the Defendant's Ship to England; and 
therefore could not be very intimate with Mis 


Bleſſington. 
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9, You have ſaid, that you came from Jamaica 
to London, in the Defendant's Ship, together with 
the Plaintiff's Wife and her Children, did not you 
lie in the ſame Bed, art leaſt in the ſame Cabbin with 
your Lady? 
Bentley. My Miſtreſs lay in the State-Cabbin, 
and I lay in a Cabbin which was next to it. 

Q: Was there not a Saſh-window in the Partition, 
that divided the State-Cabbin from the Cabbin in 
which you lay ? 

Bentley. There is a Window between the two 
Cabbins, but then there are Curtains on both 
Sides. 

&, But then you was ſo near, or cloſe, to the 
State-Cabbin, that you muſt when you was there 
hear every Thing that paſſed. Now, I would ask 
you, as you are upon your Oath, whether you ever 
heard the Defendant Gambier in the State-Cabbin, - 
with your Lady, in the Night, after ſhe was gone 
to Bed, and before you got up, which you ſay 
was between Five and Six o'Clock every Morning ? 

Bentley. I muſt have heard the Defendant if he 
had ever been, in the Night-time, in the State- 
Cabbin, during the Time I was in Bed; I never 
did hear him; nor do ] believe he ever was there 
during that Time. But this I am ſure of, that 
every Morning, after I went up to dreſs the Chil- 
dren, he would come down off the Deck, go into 
the State-Cabbin, undreſs himſelf, and go into Bed 
to the Admiral's Wife.—l have ſeen the Defendant 
in Bed with my Miſtreſs, and I made the Bed every 
Day, and one can eaſily ſee whether one or more 
has lain in it. | | 

9. Well, 1 find you will have your own Way; 
you have learnt your Leſſon perfe&tly.—But, here, 
Madam, my Inſtructions ſay, after you came to 
London, and had taken the Lodging at the Haber- 
daſher's, that one of Miſtreſs Knowles's * 
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lay in the Bed with her, and, I think ſhe was be- 
tween Five or Six Years old J 

Bentley. One of my Miſtreſs's Daughters did 
he in a little Bed in her Bed- chamber, but ſhe: is 


now ſcarce four Years old. 


Q. Did not you ſay, that your Miſtreſs, meaning 
Admiral Knowles's Lady, had uſed you very ill? 
And did not you ſay, that you would be revenged 
on her, or Words to that Effect, threatening that 
you would ſwear againſt her, in the Manner you 
have now done ? 

Bentley. No, I never did had no Words with 
my Miſtreſs ever, except about her paying of me 
my Wages in Jamaica Currency, inſtead of Eng liſb 
Money, 

9, Have you not at ſeveral Times before this, 
and ſince the Commencement of this Suit, told va- 
rious Stories, and thoſe quite different from what 
you now ſay ; particularly, whether you have not 
often ſaid, that you never had ſeen any other Fa- 
miliarities between Captain Gambier and Mrs. 
Knowles than might be between a Brother and a 
Siſter. 

Bentley. I never ſaid any ſuch Words ;—nor ever 
did repreſent the Affair between Captain Gambier 
and Mrs. Knowles in any other Manner or Light 
than I have done to the Court. 

9, Did not you tell young Mr. Knowles, a 
quite different Story ; I am ſure my Inſtructions ſay 
you did, 

Bentley. No, I never did; I told him the Truth, 
and nothing but the Truth. 

9. We ſhall be able to confront you when we 
call our Witneſſes. Do you know Mr. Roberts, 
Mr. Robinſon, Captain O Hara, and Mr. Neal ? 

Bentley. 1 do not know any one of them, nor 
can I tell whether ever I ſaw them. 

Secend 
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Second Conncil for the Defendant. I muſt aſk 


the Witneſs, a Queſtion or two with your Lord- 
ſhip's Permiſſion, Here, Mrs. Elizabeth Bentley, 
you ſay, you ſaw, I mean when you peeped through 
the Key-hole of the Door, at your Miſtreſs's Lod- 
ging here in Town, the Defendant's Shoes and his 
Coat and Waiſtcoat, did you not ſee -ſome other 
Things belonging to him, ſince you ſaw him get 
out of Bed ? | 

Bentley. As the Chair ſtood I could not ſee any 
other of the Defendant's Cloaths ; but when he was 
out of Bed he removed the Chair, put on his 
— — Velvet Breeches, and his white Silk Stoc- 

ings. 

2, And what did you ſee beſides, pray tell 
us ? 

Beniley, I have told you all that I did ſee; all 
the Truth and nothing but the Truth. 

9. My Lord, this Evidence is well tutored ; 
their Time and Pains have not been loſt. We 
will not trouble the Court any farther at this Time; 
but as it is likely we ſhall want hereafter to aſk her 
ſome more Queſtions, we deſire ſhe may not depart 
the Court. | 

Council for the Plaintiff. My Lord, with the 


Leave of the Court we will now call our Witneſfles, 


and prove the Authenticity of the Letters before 
they are read. And to this End we deſire you 
(ſpeaking to Elizabeth Bentley) to look on theſe 
Letters, and tell us, whether they are the Hand- 
writing of Captain Gambrer. 

Bentley. I have often ſeen him write, but not 


his own Name; for the Defendant and my Miſtreſs 


carried on their Intrigue under the borrowed Names 
of Torriſmond and Leonora: Captain Gambier 
named himſelf Torri ſmond, and my Miſtreſs Leono- 
ra; I ſaw the Captain write this Letter, and he 
ſent it by me; and I read it all through, for it 

- Was 


24 We TRIAL of Capt. G------, 

was not ſealed z3-01 was in the ſame Room with 
the Defendant, when he wrote this Letter he 
mage no Scruple of diſcovering to me the Love he 
had for my Miſtreſs. He always behaved himſelf 
very Civilly towards me z— cannot fay, but the 
Captain, barring the Intrigue between himſelf and 
my Miſtreſs, behaved himſelf very much like a 
Gentleman, And I do verily believe, all theſe Let- 
ters to be the Hand-writing of Captain Gambier 3 
but I never did ſee the Defendant write his own 
Name. 

Clerk of the Regiſter of the Commons called and 
ſworn : 

9. Are theſe the very Letters that were exhibited 
in the Commons in a Cauſe now depending there, 
in Order to obtain a Divorce on the Part of Admi- 
ral Knowles againſt his Wife for breaking her Mar- 
riage Contract? 

Clerk. They are the Original Letters of the 
Defendant Captain Gambier, and wrote by him, 
and atteſted in the Prerogative Court, on the 
Oaths and Teſtimonies of Elizabeth Bentley, and 
others, 

Mr. Henſhaw called and ſworn. 

9. Do you know the Hand-writing of Captain 
Gambier ? Can you ſay theſe Letters are che 
Hand-writing of the Defendant Gambier ? 

Henſhaw. 1 ſhould ſcruple paying a Sum of 
Money on this Writing ;—yet they look like his 
Hand-writing ; 1 cannot be poſitive ; and yet I be- 
lieve they are his Hand-writing, 

Croſs- examined. 
; 2, How long have you known the Defen- 
ant ? 

Henſhaw. Six or Seven Years I have ſeen 
ſeveral of the Defendant's Letters. I have ſeveral 
of his Letters by me now, which he wrote to me 
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Caurt. Look on them again, and recollect what 
you think, of them. gew en 

% Henſbaw.. ., My. Land., the more [I — * 
them, the more I think they reſemble the Hand- 
Vfiting of the Deſendant, and I can perceive no 
Difference of the Form and Manner of both, chan 
that at the Bottom of the Letters which I have 
are ſigned with his own Name, Gambier, and theſe 
the fictitious Name of Torri/mond.. Indeed, now 
ſteadſaſtly looking on them, 1 cannot ſee any other 
Difference. 

Co. for the Plaintiff, to Jonas Wright Do you 
know the Defendant's Hand-writing ? 

Wrigbt. I never did ſee the Defendant write, 
but J — often ſeen Letters of his, and I believe 
theſe I now on to be his writing. 

Co. for P intif. I believe, my Lord, we may 
now venture to read the Defendant's Letters, 

Court. How many are there of them? 

Cs. fon Plaintiff. . Four, my Lord, and 0 of 
them. are very long. | | 

Court. Nou may read them. 8 

Clerk. My Lord the Letters are marked, Num- 
ber I, 1I. Ill. and IV. Number I. is ſigned 
7 orri Tree and thus directed: 


Eg the Charming L EON ORA. 


Y Dear, my Love, my Angel; I want 
Words to expreſs how much I love you; 
« you are in my Thoughts all Day, and by Night 
« I can ſtarce get an Sleep for thinking of you ;— 
% and when I fall aſleep I dream about you ;—laſt 
Night methought you and I were together in the 
{, Qhamber, /1as g uſed to be. at K igſten in a | 
65 maica, in the Governot's Houſe, and you 
<& .pndrefſed and juſt ſtepping: into: Bech * 
E that ene e the Room catched 
Leboth of us together. 5 Surprize awoke 28 
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* and J have not been right well ſince but 1 will 
come at the appointed Time and ſee you, aft en: 
* joy the ddlightful'Compiiny and Convetfaten of 
«her: who is my chief And! no. only Charmer 
„ upon Earth. O! how I bleſs that Day and Hour 
* which brought us fit acquainted! May Gov; 
„ always in my Prayers Night and Morning, be- 
&« ſeech him, that he'would give you Health and 
Courage to live through and: overcome all yout 
©. Diſficultics-y and that you may for ever comtinue 
* to love him who ever adores you, and bleſſes the 
«Ground whereon you tread, and the Place where- 
ever you are, I look, my dear Angel, on the 
de twenty-third Day of April, when we were firſt 
„ mutually bleſſed, in the Governor's Hbuſe at 
ot Kingſton i in Jamaica, to be the happieſt" Day I 
ever enjoyed: It is our Wedding-Day, for we 
are married in the Preſence of God, and I truſt 
« our Hearts are ſo united and blendld together 
that the Union cannot by any Diſtahce- of 
&* Pace or Time be diſſolved. -1;want"t6 live al- 
9 ways with you, and I hope that will ſoon hap- 
e for I love you to Diſtraction. Adieu, 
for the preſent. 


— 
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nibh, Ihe Letter muri Number I. N ed 
Torriſmoud, and * thus: directed: 23 
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3 gave you my. Hand;—the Joyl imagined I recei- 
ved on regaining you awoke me, and then 1 could 
<* not help reflecting on the Story of King David and 
„% Bathfſheba;' though 1 am certain you are more 
© Jovely, ind? have many more Charms than ever 
that Lady had ;—and indeed I value and admire 
you more than all the celebrated Beauties of 
« Antiquity. I hope our preſent Troubles and 
% Perplexities will very ſoon have an End, and 
« we then ſhall be happy and freed from all Impe- 
ce diments to our future ' uninterrupted Bliſs and 
„ Enjoyment. I am always thinking . of the 
« twenty*third Day of April, that happy Day 
that brought us together, the happieſt Day 
that ever I enjoyed in my Life ;—I regard that 
% Day as our Wedding-Day in the Sight of Al- 
« mighty Go. I ſhall never hereafter love Mrs. 
« G. nor her Children any more, To long as I live, 
«at leaſt not ſo dearly as you, eſpecially if Go 
« ſhould bleſs us with a Token of our Love. A 90 
« if it ſhould pleaſe Gov, that we ſhould have any 
Token of our mutual Love and Tendernefs, as 
„J am almoſt ſure to have, I will take Care of i it, 
4 and nouriſh'it before all the World, beſides my- 
« ſelf and you its happy Mother. I defire you 
* would take every Opportunity of writing to me, 
« jt would tend very much to the Eaſe of m 
Mind to know how it fares with you; and this 
you might do unobſerved by any Perſon when 
% you are alone in your Dreſſing- Room putting 
“ on your Shift. Pray let me hear from you this 
« Afternoon. I am, 


Your faithful and foncere Lover, 


TORRISMOND | 
E 2 Clerk \ 


28 mt% RI 7 G's G 


— — 


Clerk, - The third Letter is marked Number III, 
and is ſigned Torriſmond. SI 


Y dear Leonora, keep me no longer in 
Suſpence; you can, if you will, inform 
« me, that our mutual Love is crowned with 


« Succeſs, —crowned with the deſired Succeſs j— * 


« crowned with ſome Token of our tender and 
&« ſincere Love —O, I am ſure it is crowned with 
« ſome Token of our tender and fincere Love. 
« And, thank Gop our Endeavours have not been 
4% in vain; but I want a Line from under. your own 
« dear Hand to aſſure me of it, and then I ſhall be 
« happy,—entirely happy. If it be a Boy, I will 
„ bring him up to the Sea, and he ſhall fight 
«« againſt the French for his King and Country 
« and his Name ſhall be called George — he ſhall 
« be chniſtened George, and he ſhall fight for his 
&« Majeſty King GEORGE, my dread. Sovereign; 
« but if it be a Girl, which is as Gop pleaſes, then 
« ] will leave the Education of her to you; and 1 
«« make no Doubt but by the Bleſſing of God, ſhe 
« will be the Picture af her Mother, and endowed 
te with all your Charms, Perfections and Beauties. 
« T conſtantly every Morning and Evening make 
« Mention of you in my Prayers to Gop Amighty, 
& [ ardently, earneſtly and inceſſantly, beſeech him 
eto free you ſhortly from all the Perplexities and 


% Anxieties of Mind you labour under, and from all 


« thoſe bodily Troubles to which you are a, preſent 
« ſubject ;—that he would be pleaſed to make you 
% ample Amends for all the Hardſhips and Diſap- 


+ & pointments you have met with on Account of 


e our ſincere and tender Love, by giving to us the 
« Enjoyment of one another without any Uneaſi- 
ce nels and Interruption ; and this I earneſtly beg 
& of him through the Mediation and Interceſſion 


ef his only Son Jesvs CnrisyT our Lord.— I 


look 
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'«Jook upon you, Madam as my lawful and beloved 
« Wife; yet 1 would have you to be very cateful 
<«« that our Affalrs be not in the leaſt comectured ar, 
« ſurmiſed, or * to the 2 he 
40 is now gr wing 0 Ny crols a peevi „ and 
40 Ge will” er angry when he makes the 
« Diſcovery. Take. Care who you truſt with the 
Secret let no Body into the Affair . let 
e our Affairs be known to no one but Berg 
« Bentley your Maid, who is, I believe a tru | 
4 Ser get, and can keep a Secret by ber 1 ſend 
« this Letter, but truſt no Perſon ; for fear we 
« ſhould be hetrayed. It is in her Power only to 
« ruin us, and therefore we muſt be kind to her; 
Al have made her ſeveral ſmall Preſents, and 1 
1 helieye ſhe will inviolably keep our Secrets | but 
« it will, be bad and dangerous, to truſt; other 
« F br Who is. that; young Woman I found 
Is Gaul the laft Timel id my Devoirs to you? 
« Pray take Care ſhe be not ;privy to any of thoſe 
« mutual, Endearments. which . paſs between us. 
Do not let your Landlady into the Secret -a 
« ye paſs there for Man and Wife, give her no 
e . ſuſpect or conclude, that we are other 
& wiſe, It is true, ſhe muſt, from the Tenderneſs 
&« and Fondneſs we ſhew each other, conclude us 
& à very loving Pair?—our laying in Bed twelve 
& or, fourteen Hours together, and eating our 
-«t Breakfaſt and Supper ofcen in Bed. Though 
&« all theſe Pleaſures alhore, great as they are, in 
e my Opinion, they fall far ſhort of that Happi- 
« neſs and Bliſs we mutually and uninterruptibly 
*« enjoyed aboard my own Ship in your Bed in the 
« State Cabbin in our Paſſage from Jamaica to 
10 pic z— they were Joys and Pleaſures inex- 


” ble and inconceivable by any one but by the 
* happy Enjoyers. I love you, Madam, more 
e than Mark Anthony did Cleopatra and I would 
Bag . F as ernie 
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< ſacyifice. 4 1thouland Lives rather * 
Jou, your Company and Conyerſation. . Yo 
 baw?> Tam ne tendereſt” Reſpect | 
25 . uu oY. eee, 
dem, 2d e | TORRISMOND: 


| chi. he fourth * oP Letter marks I Num- 
ber TV. is likewiſe * Torri ſmond, and 8 
Uetted : 


 Tohe Angelic and Adoral NORA. 
Nan, ( 1 300 11 aj] ei 


OU are the Darling of my Heart,” and 
„ the Goddeſs of my Soul I am Aways 
«+ thinking of you ;z—you are ſcarce out of m 
„ Thoughts :I fall never be fatiated ed wit 
* loving of you the more I enjoy you, and. the 
©«1.oftener I receive that Favour, * ou mote'T Want 
and deſire it; and 1 hope it is fo with you ;— 
« and I am ſure I have all the Reaſon in the 
% World to think it is the like with you, bera zuſe 
«-you-are never backward to make me happ 
you are grateful and'Joving, and a true an 155 
as wel as a lovely Wife. I muſt tell ybu — 
Thing, that as we he iti Bed ſo long niet 
* when we are together; the Contrivance of Betty, 
<« in preparing the Cloſet in your en mona 
«for my Retreat, in Caſe of Surpriſal, is very 
« venĩent and commodious ;; Ait fits me 2 — 
anch it may chance, that the Governor may come 
to Town early one of theſe Summer Mor- 
« nings, and ſurprize us; and then whilſt he is 
** knocking at the Door I can lip in there, 3 
as ” any my Cloaths in my Hand, and. t 
© Governor will be ne*er the wiſer. "He" is an old 
„ Dotard of Sixty odd for marrying, a young, 
* rn beautiful and tender Lady of Eigh- 
e ve teeu 
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© teen, hen he cannot perform one Half of what 
«< he covenanted to do nor do one Tenth of chat 


40 you teaſonably expected-anditiehly deſerve.” Such 


„ ſhould! not be allowed; nay, 

+: generalſy diſſolve themſelves and end in this Se- 
0 paration of the Parties —If he were, Grady 7 
<. would marry you the next Day. However, be 
<< not troubled about à Diſcovery,- and | thereupon! 
A Divotee ; for/come'whar will, I:will keep you" 
«6: handſomely. Þ have M large perſonal Estates and 


bs 


«© my Place, as Captain of His Majeſty's Ship the 


« Severn brings mei in ſeveral Hundreds in che 
6 JOEY ou ſhall always live handſomely and 
«| 0 you ſhall» have a good Houſe well 
<4:\furniſhed, atid'two' Maid- ſervants, aud o Foot 

domun to witit bn you ;—and in Caſe of my Death 
will ſettle Four or Five Hundred Pounds 'a 
Tear on you, during your natural Life, and the 


Alves of ſo many of your Children, Gop ſhall 


ven bleſs us with. - Once more let me beg ' Eine 
from you, under your own Hand, to aſſure me, 
that bur mutual Love is crowned with Sucerſs, 

i that'l may be confirmed that ſooner or later I 
& ſhall be · the joyful Father of a Child born of her 
“ whom' my Soul iloveth| Pam n ob 
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Gentlemen dfake Jurys atn Comet for the De. 
feudant üntb i I Tcadily allow, With my learned 
Brotheng>who opened this: Cauſe, tliat 4 Crime f 
this Nature ought to be puniſhed,” and that ſeverely? 
Id, lashas: been — -a very great Offence to 
Cinil-Sotiety Gaod was puniſhed gy”. 
Dor URN _acapl 
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a capital and . Manner: And were Offen- 
Ces of this Kind- pas; unneticed or unpuniſhed, 
it would introduet uni genſal Confuſion and Piſorder 
as us :; h Man would;be ſafe in the Hoſſeſſon 
of that ineſtimable Part of his Property, which is | 
the moſt, dear to him, the Love and Affection of 
his Wife. I am the laſt. Gentlemen, who would 
ſtand, up io the Defence of à Perſon guilty: of ſo hei - 
nous a Crime; but I am inſtructed to ſay, and it} 
will appear from the Witneſſes we ſhall call on the 
Part of the Defendant, that the Defendant Cam- 
Bier, is not guilty: of the heavy Charge, which the 
Plaintiff Kzow/es has artfully and maliciouſly brought 
agaioft, him; We ſhall prove, that the! Witgeſs 
Bae Bently. the only WWitneſs, they have brought 
to prove this Offence, has dove it purely out: of 
Spite and Malice to her Miſtrels, to be reyenged on 
her, as ſhe often declated to — Perſons 3 and 
this will comę out to your Satisfaction. Gentle 
men, as this Crime is in its own Nature and: Con- 
ſequences one of the worſt of Crimes, ſo. it s ne · 
Sa in an eſpecial Manner, you ſhould os 
ſtrict Enquiry into the Circumſtances of it, be. 
— you form à Judgment in this Cauſe. And I 
do not doubt, but you will he able to judge of this 
Affair, when you have heard the Defence on the 
Part of the Defendant. \ Indeed, y learned Bro- 
ther has  throwy gy ov many Words in order to ſtig- 
matize th nt wich the Voice of Ingratitude, 
r — captivate your Paſſionz, and to raiſe in 
you a Reſentment to the Bchaviouf and Conduct of 
my Client. You haxe hee told, that the Mefkn- 
dant Captain Gammier has betraycd: chat Confidence, 
Friendſhip and Teuſtz» which the>Plbintlf Knrorbles! 
put in him. Whereas it dotb not appear from 
what has come out, that chere was any Inti 
mac and Friendſhip between the Plaatiff and De- 
Morel than is dummon among Ferſonsl eu 
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ha 


ged in one and the fame Manner of Life. You 

ve been told over and over that Captain Gambier 
was ungrateful, and the learned Gentſemen on the 
other Side of the Queſtion, have charged him with 
Ingratitude, but in the Courſe of their Evidence 
they have not given us one ſingle Inſtance of it. 
I ſhall now in the firſt Place, make ſome Obſerva- 
tions on the Evidence that has been given you on 
the Side of the Plaintiff, and I do not think there 
has appeared any Evidence or Circumſtance ſo plain, 
but that I ſhall leave with you, for you are in theſe 
Caſes the only proper Judges, as to convict the un- 
happy Defendant of the heinous Crime he ſtands 
charged with. Unhappy, I call him, and fo he is, 
to have his Reputation and Bread taken from him, 
by a falſe Accuſation, as I am inſtructed to ſay. 
And firſt as to the Marriage; this they have hut 
lamely. proved. We allow the Validity of the 
Marriage df the Plaintiff Knowles with Miſs Pluſbee 
at Aix la Chapelle, and therefore 1 ſhall not trouble 
you on this Head; but how have they proved the | 
Criminal Converſation between the accuſed Parties? 
why they call you a Maid-Servant, whoſe Name- 
is Elizabeth Bentley, and truly ſhe cannot remem- 
ber a Tranſaction ſcarce a Year and three Months 
old. When ſhe was asked, what induced her to 
go from London to Jamaica, what View fhe had, 
in going, with whom ſhe went, what Wages ſhe 
had, and what were the Condition, Buſineſs and 
Circumſtances of the Party ſhe went with; ſhe an- 
ſwers, that ſhe neither knows the Name of the Par» 
ty ſhe went with, nor her Condition or Circum- 
ſtances; and yet ſhe was Six or Nine Weeks, (for 
oftentimes Ships are ſo long, or longer, making a 
a Voyage from London to Jamaica,) in a Cabbin, 

nay in the ſame Bed with her Miſtreſs, as ſhe at 
laft tiles the Party, and never alked her, either 
her Name or her Buſinzis. In fine, Mrs. Bentley 
- g {4 F only 
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only ſays, and ſhe ſtands to it, that ſhe went to Ja- 
maica along with, or in the Service of Somebody, 
whom neither ſhe nor any Body elſe knows. Now 
s it reaſonable to believe, that the Witneſs Bentley in 
this Reſpect ſpeaketh Truth; for if it were poſlible 
for her to forget the Name (for ſhe ſays, ſhe heard 
her Name but once, and that it was a very hard 
one, ) of her Miſtreſs ſhe went with, yet it is impoſ- 
. ible, but ſhe might remember what State or Way 
of Life ſhe was in; as, whether her Miſtreſs ſhe went 
wich was a Sempſtreſs, a Mantuamaker, or a Quil- 
ter. But this, Gentlemen, is not the only Im- 
probability and Incredibility in her Evidence ; no, 
ſhe has many Contradictions in the Courſe of her 
"Teſtimony, of which I doubt not but you have 
taken Notice. She ſays, that ſhe had not been 
more than a Fortnight in Jamaica before ſhe was 
recommended as a Chamber-maid to Governor 
. Knewles's Lady, and yet ſhe could not tell who re- 
commended her. Is it not altogether incredible, 
that when this Witneſs had not been ſcarce a Fort- 
night in Governor Knowles's Family, before Mrs. 
„ nant made her her Confident, and truſted her 
with a Scciet of the utmoſt Importance. Again, 
Gentlemen, you have heard from this Witneſs, 
for ſhe can remember what ſhe pleaſes, that on 
the Twenty-thud Day of April, in the Year 
1756, ſhe was in Miſs Blzſingion's Room, or 
Chamber, in Governor Knowles's Houſe, with 
Miſs Bleſingten, at the ſame Time, that the firſt 
pretended Amour happened between Captain Gam- 
bier and her Lady, Very free truly! Betty have 
you made the Bed? Yes, Madam, replies the 
Witnets moe Mils Bleſingien muſt be privy 
to al! is. Now, why was not Miſs Bifſing ton 
brought. te as a Mitneſs of this Criminal Conver- 
A bc; yon the Detendant Gambier and Admiral 


Rnewles's Cad. The Evidence of Mils Bleſingion 
' would 
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would have been uſeful, and would have ſet this 
Affair in a clear Light and quite out of Diſpute, 
but perhaps ſhe is rot brought here, on the Side of 
the Plaintiff, becauſe her Evidence would not ferve 
their Purpoſe, It is very ſtrange, at leaſt very im- 
prudent and highly improbable, that Captain & Cam- 
bier and the Lady Knowles, ſhould be in Company 
with the Witneſs and Miſs Bl/efſington, and leave 
them in the Manner they did, or as it is faid they 
did; for 1 confeſs I cannot give any Credit to the 
Relation, go and lie upon a Bed in the next Room, 
dallying for two or three Hours, nay, three or four 
Hours, and after all not have the Prudence to make 
the Bed again, or put the Bed-cloaths into Order— 
ſmooth the rumpled Bed, c. They had Time 
ſufficient to do all this. And then again on board 
the Ship, coming from Jamaica to England, as to 
the Familiarities that paſſed between Captain Gam- 
bier and Mrs. Knowles, they have produced you 
no other Evidence, beſides this Betty Bentley, 
though there were ſeveral other Perſons on board, 
and they muſt, if there had been any Thing crimi- 
nal between the Parties, have known it as well as 
Betty Bentley. Commodore Coates was on board, 
and might have known this whole Intrigue, and if 
it had been Truth, would, as a Man of Honour 
ought to have done, informed Admiral Knowles 
of the Criminal Greatneſs of his Wife with the De- 
fendant. Several others came over at the ſame 
Time, in the ſame Ship, but not one of them are 
produced; all which to be ſure might eafily have 
been done; but it is likely they had not learnt, or 
would not learn, their Leſſon fo well as the Witneſs 
Bentley has done, A Witneſs, whoſe Teſtimony 
is ſo weak and trifling, that I cannot help wonder- 
ing that my learned Brethren have reſted the Merits 
of this Cauſe upon . And as for the Letters they 
have produced to you, I ſhall leave the Abſurdity 
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| of their being wrote by my Client the Defendant, 


to be confuted by our Witneſſes. I ſhall now 
briefly lay before you the Nature of our Defence. . 


In the fuſt Place, we ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, 


that Elizabeth Bentley has ſworn all this againſt the 


_ Plaintiff's Wife, Mrs. Knowles, out of Spite and 


Malice to her. It will come out from our Witneſſes, 
that the Witneſs Bentley often ſaid, that ſhe would 
be revenged of her Miſtreſs ; particularly ſhe has 
ſaid, My Miſtreſs, meaning Mrs. Knowles, has 
uſed me extremely ill, has uſed me like a Negro, 
and I will be revenged on her for it, I will ſware 
that ſhe has done ſa, mentioning what ſhe - 
has done now in Court. Now, if we prove, as 
I am ſure we are able to do, by indubitable Wit- 
neſſes, Perſons of great Credit and Reputation, that 
this 1s a ſpiteful and malicious Proſecution, you 
will find the Defendant Not guilty, + We ſhall like. 
Wiſe prove, that the Evidence Elizabeth Bentley, 
hath often declared, that ſhe never ſaw any other 
Familiarities paſs between Captain Gambier and Mrs. 
Knowles, than might paſs between a Brother and 
Siſter. We ſhall call our Witneſſes, and prove all 
this, and then my Brother's Wonder of what Sort 
of Defence we could make, which he expreſſed in 
the Opening of this Cauſe, will ceaſe —But, if 
after all, Gentlemen, you ſhould give Credit to the 
Teſtimony of Elizabeth Bentley, and find a Ver- 
dict for the Plaintiff, though Il cannot ſee upon 
what Part of her Evidence it can be founded, but 
that I will leave with you, who are the propereſt 
Judges of this Fact, then it will remain for your 
Conſideration, what Damages the Defendant hath 
done the Plaintiff by his Criminal Converſation and 
Correſpondence with his Wife, Now, in thus Caſe, 
the Circumſtances of the two offending © Parties 
ought to be ſeriouſly and duly weighed and conſi- 
dered. As for my unhappy Clien: he is very poers 
| an 
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and has, ſince the Commencement of this Action, 
loſt his Office of Captain, is now a Thouſand Pound 
in Debt, has loſt his Reputation, is not able to 
8 and if yau ſhould find large 
Damages for the Plaintiff, my poor Client will be 
carried to Priſon, and at length die in a Goal. On 
the other Hand, the State and Condition of Mrs. 
Knowles, before Marriage, may be conſidered. 
You have heard, indeed, that Miſs Pluſbee was 
the Daughter of an honourable and reputable Fa- 
mily in Aix la Chapelle, but it has turned out, that 
ſhe was only the Daughter of an Innkeeper, or of 
one who keeps an Ordinary, or a Victualling-Houſe, 
or it may 'be, a Cook's Shop, or a Chop-Houſe 
in that City. When you — conſidered theſe 
Things, eſpecially the Poverty and Penury of my 
Client; and, I think upon the whole, if you find 
Ten Pounds Damages, it will be ſufficient ; but all 
this I ſubmit to you, and hope, Gentlemen, you. 
will be favourable to the Defendant, and think he 
has ſuffered enough already, 

Mr. Roberts called and ſworn. 
9, Do you know Elizabeth Bentley, and how 
long have you known her? Did you know her be- 
fore the Commencement of this Suit ? 
Roberts, Captain Gambier came to my Houſe, 
and invited me to come to his Lodging one Friday 
Night, and told me, that Elizabeth Bentley 
was to be there, to ſpeak to him, and that he was 
willing to have two or three Friends to hear the 
| Converſation that ſhould paſs between them. He 
deſired me to be there between the Hours of 
Eight and Nine o Clock at Night. Then I faw 
the young Woman, Elizabeth Bentley, but not be- 
fore, and but once ſince, and that was of the Mon- 
day Night following, and now in Court. | 
| 2 Pray give the Court an Account af what you 
heard Mrs. Bentley ay to the Defendant. n * | 
4. 
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- Roberts. 1 ſtood in the next Room and heard 
hem talking, and all 1-could hear were theſe 
Words, which were ſpoken by Mr. Gambier, 
&« Well Betty, what is this you have ſworn about 
4 your Miſtreis and me?” But Mrs. Bentley ſpoke 

ſo low; I could not hear what Anſwer ſhe made, 
and ſhe went away ſoon after. | 

9. Are you acquainted with the Defendant's 
Hand-wriing 

Roberts. I cannot ſay 1 am 3 1 never did fee 
one Defendant write. | 

Croſs-examined, | 

9. You ſay, you was in a Room next to that 
in which the Defendant and Mrs. Bentley were : 
Were not the two Rooms divided by a Wain- 
ſcot? 8 

Roberts. ves. 

2. And could you hear what paſſed through 
the Wainſcot ? 

Roberts. No: but there was a Door in the 
Wainſcot, which was opened an Inch or ſome- 
what more; and againfl the Door were placed three 
Chairs. 

9. You did ſay, you ſaw the Witneſs Bentley, 
at this Interview between the Defendant and her : 
Did you ſee her through the Door as it ſtood a lit- 
tle Way open : I preſume there was no Hole in the 
Wainſcot through which you did peep. | 

- Roberts. I did not ſee her in the Room wich 
the Defendant, but I ſaw her both 80 in and out 
of the Room. 

- 9. Did you ſpeak to Mrs. Bentley ? 

Roberts. i did not; I only looked at her. 

Mr. Robinſon called and ſworn. 

[He was aſked the fame Queſtions as the above 
Witneſs Roberts, and anſwered to the fame Effect, 
except concerning the Door in the Wainſcot, his 
Obſervations were what follow :] 


Robinſon, 
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Robinſon. There was a Door in the Partition, 


or Wainſcot, which divided the Room in which we 
were, from that in which the Defendant and Mrs, 
Bentley were. This Door was opened an-Inch; or 
an Inch and an half, that we might hear what 
ſed between the Defendant and the Witneſs, and 
againſt the Door were placed three Chairs, on which 
three of us, viz. Meſſ. Roberts, Neal, and Self, 
fat, and liſtened ; but it fo happened, that the 
Wind ſetting pretty briſkly up the Stairs, it ſudden- 
| ly blew the Door to, and haſped it. Upon this 

the young Woman was alarmed, grew uneaſy, 
ſaid there was Somebody in the next Room, that ſhe 
would not ſtay any longer at that Time, but that 
ſhe would come again on the Monday Night fol- 
lowing. All that the Defendant could ſay, ſhe 
would not ſtay, but ſhe went away out of the 
Houſe directly. | 

Captain O Hara called and ſworn. \ 

9. Was you at Captain Gambier's Lodgings 
that Night the Witneſs Bentley came to talk with 
the Defendant ? | | 1 
0 Hara. I came after ſhe was gone; for I 
miſtook the Time, and therefore I came too late. 
I. was deſired to come on the Monday Night fol- 
lowing, which I promiſed to do. 


Q. Captain, how long have you been acquainted 


with the Defendant Gambier ? | 
O Hara. Eight or Ten Years, or more. 
Q: Do you know his Hand- writing? 
O Hara. Yes, I have by me ſeveral of his Let- 


ters, and I am well acquainted with the Defendant's 


Hand-writing. | 


9. Pray look on theſe Letters, and tell the Court 
and Jury, whether you do believe them to be the 


Hand-writing of- the Defendant in this Cauſe ? 
O Hara. (looking on the Letters) They are the 
Hand- writing of the Defendant Captain * 
| in 
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indeed they are; 1 believe are his. ' Upon my 
8 are the Fland-writing of Captain Gam- 
C. for Plaintiff. Sir, Pray look again upon theſe 


E= this particularly marked No. 4. is this 


wrote by the Defendant? 
O Hara. Yes ; it is his Hand- writing: Upon my 
Honour I do believe, this Letter marked No. 4. is 
the Hand-writing of the Defendant Caprain Gam- 


Bier, as well as the others. 


Co. for Plaintiff. My Lord, it was neceſſary par- 
ticularly to prove the Authenticity of the Letter 
marked No. 4. becauſe it mentions the Amours of 


the Defendant and Mrs. Knowles in the State Cab- 


bin aboard the Defendant's Ship, in her Paſſage from 
Jamaica to London, and it alſo proves, that Eliza- 
beth Bemley was Chamber-maid to Mrs. Knowles 
in that range. 
Mr. Neal called and ſworn. Je 
9. Was you at Captain Gambier's Lodging at 
the ſame Time with Meſſ. Roberts and Robinſon. 
Neal. I was there; it was ofa Friday Evening be- 
tween Eight and Nine of the Clock, 
Q: Did not you hear the Witnefs Bentley ſay, 
that ſhe never ſaw any other Familiarities paſs be- 
tween the Defendant and the Plantiff's Wife, than 
might paſs between a Brother and Siſter? ? 
Neal. All I heard was, that Elizabeth Bentley pro- 
miſed to come again on the Monday Night 2 
I was, indeed, after ſhe was gone, for ſhe did not 
ſtay long, told by the Defendant, that ſhe did ſay 
ſo ; and that ſhe ſaid, ſhe would ſay ſo on the Monday 
Night following, and thar ſhe would ſware the ſame 
as on this Day in Court. 
10 Do you know the Defendant s Hand-wri- 
ung. 


Neal. 
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Neal. I have ſeen his Hand- writing; but I am 
not ſo converſant With it as to determine, whether 
theſe Letters were wrote by him or not, 

Croſs-Examined, 

A You ſay, Elizabeth Bentley, was at the De- 
fendant's Lodgings of a Friday Night; how long is 
it ſince ? ; | 

Neal. About a Fortnight ſince. 

Q: How long did ſhe ſtay ? ' 

Neal. But a few Minutes: I am ſure ſhe was not 
in the Houſe more than a Quarter of an Hour. 


D Did you know what you came there for, and 


on what Account ? | 

cal. Only as the Defendant told me, to hear 
what ſhould paſs between the Defendant and the 
Witneſs Bentley, The Defendant farther told me, 
that the Witneſs Bentley deſired to ſpeak with him 
before the Trial came on ; and that he was there- 
fore deſirous that I would be preſent, becauſe he 
was afraid ſhe might ſware what was not true. 

9, Let me ask you, Did not you expect, when 
you was at firſt invited to come to this Conference, 
that you was to be preſent in the ſame Room with 
the Defendant and the Witneſs Bentley during the 
ſaid Conference? 

Neal. I expected to be in the ſame Room with 
them; for I was given to underſtand, at leaſt I ima- 
gined the Purport of the Meeting was, that we were 
to hear the voluntary Confeſſion of Elixabeth Bent- 
ley, Admiral Knowles's Chamber-maid, that every 
Word ſhe had ſaid concerning the Defendant, in 
Relation to any criminal Correſpondence which had, 
as ſhe had pretended, been carried on between the 
Defendant and her Miſtreſs, was entirely falſe, and 
that all ſhe had ſworn in the Commons againſt her 
Miſtreſs, the Lady of Admiral Knowles, was out 
of Spite and Malice, and a moſt abominable Falſ- 
hood. | | 
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9. But in all this you, it ſeems, was diſappointed : 
Now, pray Sir, tell us, how theſe Diſappointments 
happened, and what were the Reaſons that con- 
duced thereto ? - 

Neal. Meſſ. Roberts, Robinſon and Self, 8 
to the Defendant's Lodging, a little before Eight 
o' Clock; and then it was thought proper, that we, 
who were to hear what paſſed, ſhould be in the 
next Room; becauſe it was ſaid, that if we were 


preſent the Witneſs Bentley would look on it as a 


Contrivance to entrap her, and that we were Stran- 
gers tot her; wherefore ſhe could not be fo free, as 
ſhe prcbably would be, if ſhe was alone ih the 
Defendant. Upon which, we three went into the 
next Room, placed three Chairs near the Door, 
ſeated ourſelves thereon, whilſt the Defendant open- 
ed the Door a little Way, that we might hear what 
paſſed with the greater Eaſe; for we had tried 
how we could hear when the Door was ſhut, and 
the Wainicot was ſo thick and-without Cracks, that 
we could ſcarce hear at all; we could hear Talking, 
but could not diſtinguiſh what was ſaid ; but when 
the Door was open, we could diſtinguiſh what was 
aid, if it was ſpoke as is cuſtomary in common 
Converſation ; but the Witneſs Bentley ſpoke ſo 
ow that whilſt ſhe was in the Room with the De- 
fendant, I could hear her Voice, but could not diſ- 
2 what. ſhe ſaid. | 
. How then came you to hear the Witneſs 
Rentley ſay, that ſhe would come again on Monday 
Night ? 
Neel. She ſaid it two or three times as ſhe went 
down Stairs, 
9. Do you know Capt. O Hara? 
Nea. Yes; 1 do know the Captain. 
© Mhu Character doth he bear? 
Neal. 1 have known him many Years ; he is a 


Nan of ; treat Hcnour and Reputatiog. 
9. Ind 


The TRIAL of Capt. Gonons, 43 

2, And given, I believe, to ſpeak. the Truth? 

Neal. He would not tell a Lie on any Account 
whatſoever. "3? E-3 

Second Council for the Defendant. My Lord, 
we will now proceed to re-examine our Witneſſes 
as to what paſſed between the Defendant and Bent- 
ley on the Monday following. 

Court. What would you examine them to ? 

Co. for Defend. To the Charge of Malice a- 
gainſt Bentley, and to the Condition of the Defen- 
dant, in Caſe of Damages. 

Q: [to Roberts.) Did you ever hear the Wit- 
neſs Bentley ſay, My Miſtreſs has uſed me ill, like 
a Negro, and I will be up with her, I will be re- 
venged on her; I will ſware againſt her, in the 
Manner ſhe has done, or Words to that Effect ? 

Roberts. No, I never did; I never had any Con- 
verſation with her, and ſhe did not ſay any ſuch 
Words that Friday Night I liſtened at the Door; 
though the Defendant Gambier told me, after ſhe 
was gone, that ſhe had ſaid ſuch Words, but I did 
not hear her ſpeak them; and if ſhe” did ſpeak 
them, it was ſo low I could not hear them. 

Q: Was you at the Defendant's Lodgings on the 
Monday Night following ? 

Roberts. Yes. 

9. What did you hear then ? 

Roberts. Nothing; ſave, that Mrs. Bentley ſaid, 
I will ſpeak the Truth, and nothing but the [ruth ; 
for after ſhe came in, ſhe ſtaid but a very little 
while, and then ſhe went away. 

9, Do you know what Kind af Circumſtances 
the Defendant Gambier is now in? 

Roberts. | believe he is very poor now ; he wag, 
ſome Time ago, Captain of His Mjeſty's Ship, the 
Severn, but he was lately turned out of that Poſt, 
and now he is next Door to ſtarving ; he is greatly 
in Debt I know ; he owes me a ſmall Sum, and it 
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is ſo hard with him that he cannot conveniently pay 
8 | 

Croſs-Examined, 

9. You ſay, the Defendant told you, that the 
Witneſs Bentley ſaid, the Friday Evening before, 
My Miſtreſs, meaning Mrs. Knowles, uſed me ill, 
like a Negro, and I will be revenged on her; what 
did you ſay to him? 

Roberts. J asked him, whether the Witneſs Bent- 
ley would ſay theſe Words on the Monday following. 
He anſwered, ſhe had promiſed ſhe would, and he 
deſired me not to fail coming on Monday Night. He 
farther ſaid, He was ſorry I did not hear them, but 
he did not queſtion but Bentley would repeat them 
on the Monday following, 

9. How much does the Defendant owe you? 

Roberts, About Five Guineas : I know the De- 
fendant is greatly in Debt. 

[Then Mr, Robinſon was re-examined, who an- 
ſwered to the ſame Effect, but being aſked concern- 
ing the Circumſtances of the Defendant he anſwered 
as follows :] 

Robinſon. I have known the Defendant many 
Years, he always lived well and reputably, but he is 
now in mean Circumſtances, being a diſcarded Cap- 
tain. I know he owes a Thouſand Pounds on Bond 
to one Man, for which he has for ſeveral Years paſt 
paid annually 5 per Cent. but he is now ſo diſtreſſed, 
that he has not been able to pay the Intereſt for the 
laſt Year. Beſides, it 1s the general Report, that 
the Defendant is greatly in Debt; this I know, that 
ſince the Defendant has loſt his Captainſhip, no one 
Will truſt him, . 

Captain O Hara re- examined. 

9. Sir, Was you at the Defendant's Lodging 
on the Monday Night following the Friday that 

ou was there, and came too late? 

O Hara, 1 got thither before Eight o'Clock that 

Evening; 
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Evening; the Defendant came to me, to my Houſe, 
that Morning, and deſired me to be at hig Lodging 
in good Time, that I might be there before the 
Witneſs Bentley came, | 

Pray, did you hear the Witneſs Bentley ſay, 
My Miſtreſs has uſed me ill, has uſed me like a 
Negro, I will be up with her for it, I will be reven 
on her for it; I will ſware that the Defendant lay 
with Mrs. Knowles, or Words to that Effet? 

O Hara, I heard the Witneſs Bentley ſay, I will 
be revenged, I will be revenged, &c. two or three 
Times, but what it alluded to, I cannot take upon 
me to ſay. | 

9, Did you ſee the Witneſs Bentley come that 
Evening, and what happened thereon ? 

O Hara. I ſaw her come tripping up the Stairs, 
and the Defendant met her at the Head of the 
Stairs, and received her very amorouſly; and they 
ſeemed ſo loving, that I am ſure he might have 
had any Thing he would of her; he might have 
lain with her ; but ſhe perceiving the Door to ſtand 
a little open; that is the Door we were liſtening at, 
ſhe ſaid, There is ſomebody in the next Room, and 
they will hear us; I will not ſtay now, and imme- 
diately ſhe went away; and I never ſaw her ſince, 
till To-day in this Court. 

9, Sir, you ſay, you have known the Defendant 
a long Time: Do you know his preſent Circum- 
ſtances ? - 

O Hara. He owes me a Thouſand Pounds upon 
Bond, and ſince his Misfortune I have lent him ſe- 
veral little Sums, or he and his Family muſt have 
been ſtarved. Since the Commencement of this 
Suit, I likewiſe helped him to the Loar. of Five 
Hundred Pounds, at 10 per Cent. from a Friend of 
mine, for he has been at very great Charges in de- 
fending two Suits, one in the Commons, and another 
in this Court, I fear, after all, that he will be thrown 
into 
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into Gaol for Debt, eſpecially if this Cauſe ſhould 
go againſt him, lie there, and rot till he dies; for he 
has loſt iis Captainſhip, and is now over Head and 
Ears in Debt. 

Co. for Plaintiff. My Lord, it is a common 
Caſe, when the Plaintiff brings an Action againſt 
one of the Captains * of His Majeſty's Navy, he 
inſtantly applies to the Navy-Board, and the Delin- 
quent is immediately ſuperſeded. Nothing is more 
cuſtomary, nor more reaſonable than this; for if 
the Delinquent is not ſuperſeded, Juſtice could not 
take Place, nor the Offender be demeanable to the 
Law. For, my Lord, if he be at Sea, in His Ma- 
jeſty's Service, the Plaintiff cannot come at him, to 
have Juſtice done him, and if he remains in Com- 
miſſion, the Ship muſt be inactive, and may be 
thereby a great Detriment to the Publick : Where- 
fore, when ſuch an Affair, as this now before the 
Court, happens, the Delinquent is ſuperſeded, or 
rather ſuſpended, another Captain is appointed to 
the Command of the Delinquent's Ship ; and thus, 
my Lord, every Evil, which otherwiſe might accrue 
to Society, from ſuch Events, are entirely prevented. 
And where is the Hardſhip, the Defendant is all this 
while on Half-Pay, and when the Defendant has 
made Satisfaction in this Cauſe, or if he ſhould be 
acquitted, he may ſoon be put in Commiſſion again ; 
for this Affair does not affect the Defendant's Cha- 
racter as a Commander. 

Croſs-Examined. 

Q: Did you know the Defendant before he was 
married? 

O Hare, I knew him ſome Years before he was 
married. | 


* It is mach the ſame in the Army. If a common Soldier 
is accuſed of a Theft or a Robbery, the Proſecutor immediately 
applies to his Captain for the Diſcharge of the Offender, and 


it is readily granted. 
9. Do 


% 


— 


The TRIAL of Capt. G------, 47 

A: Do you know his Wife? 

O Hara. Yes. Wide 
21. Did you know the Gentlewoman before the 
Defendant married her ? 

O Hara. No: He married his Wife whilſt was 
out at Sea; but I returned to London, before the 
Honey-moon was over, and I went and paid my 
Compliments to the Defendant and his Lady, who 


was then, I thought, one of the prettieſt, hand- 
ſomeſt, and beſt behaved young Ladies, I had ever 
- ſeen, either in this, or any other Place I had travelled 


to. | 
9. Pray can you tell what Portion the Defendant 
had with this agreeable Lady, which he married? 

O Hara. Only by Hearſay ? The Lady was ſaid 
to have Sixteen Thouſand Pounds to her Portion 
Two Thouſand Pounds in ready Money down, and 
the Intereſt of Fourteen Thoufand Pounds, at Five 
per Cent. for the Defendant's Life, and for the Life 
of the Perſon the Defendant ſhall appoint his Suc- 
ceſſor. . 

2 You ſeem to be very particular, pray whd 
was your Author ? 

O Hara. The Defendant Captain Gambier. 
Plaintiff*s Reply. 

Council for the Plaintiff. And now, Gentlemen 
of the Jury, we are come to the Concluſion of this 
Affair; and I am glad to find, that my learned 
Brother here, is of the ſame Opinion with me, and 
You, I hope, and all who have heard this Cauſe, 
that the Crime of Adultery is a very heinous Offence 
againſt Society, and that the Party, found guilty, 
ought to be puniſhed ſeverely ; for thus he very 
candidly argues, And were Offences of this Kind 
* to paſs unnoticed and unpuniſhed, it would intro- 
« duce univerſal Confuſion and Diſorder into the 
„ Commonwealth; no Man would be ſafe in the 


Ho geſſion of that ineſtimable Part of his Property, 


« which 
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& which is the moſt dear to him, the Love and Af- 
s fection of his Wife.“ Thus far we are all agreed. 
But, my learned Brother here, ſeemed, at the Open 
ing of the Defence, very angry with my charging 
his Client with Ingratitude and Breach of Truſt, in 
corrupting and defiling the Plaintiff*s Wife, yet, I 
will leave it with you, whether he has offered one 
Reaſon, through the whole Courſe of the Defence, 
in Extenuation of the Charge. We were given 
to expect, at the Outſet, great Things, in Behalf of 
the Defendant, but nothing has turned out. They 
firſt call you one Roberts, and aſk him the follow- 
ing Queſtion, Whether he heard the Defendant ſay 
to the Witneſs Mrs. Bentley, Well Betty, what is 
this you have ſworn about your Miſtreſs and me ? 
Now, what is all this to the Purpoſe ? Does it in the 
leaſt invalidate the Teſtimony of the Witneſs Bent- 
ley ? And will not every Body think, that the De- 
fendant's Witneſs Roberts might as well have ſtaid 
at Home, as have been employed in peeping and 
liſtening to hear nothing. Then they call you an- 
other Witneſs, whoſe Name is Robinſon; and, in my 
Opinion, he might as well have ſtaid at Home, for 
the Service his Evidence has been of to the Defen- 
dant; for he alſo neither heard nor ſaw any Thing to 
the Purpoſe: Indeed, he is ſome what more particu- 
lar in his Relation than the Witneſs Roberts, but 
the important Circumſtance, he has given us, is only 
a windy one, he ſays, that the Wind ſetting pretty 
briſkly up the Stairs, it ſuddenly blew the Door to, 
and haſped it; that hereupon our Witneſs Bentley 
was alarmed, grew uneaſy, ſaid there was Somebody 
in the next Room, that the would ſtay no longer 
then, but went out of the Houſe directly,,-Then 
they call you Captain O Hara, who is the moſt con- 
ſiſtent Evidence they have produced ; but of what 
Service he has been to the Defendant, I confeſs, I 
cannot perceive z but, I thank the Gentlemen, - 
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Court, if he had been ſubpœnaed on the Side of the 
Plaintiff,. and tutored too, as my learned Brother 
ſays, Elizabeth Bentley, he would inſinuate, Was, 
his Teſtimony could not have better corroborated 
and ſupported the whole Evidence of our Witneſs 
Bentley, than it has done: And yet it does no where 
appear, that the honourable Captain O Hara ever 
ſpcke ta our Witneſs Bentley, or ſo much as ſaw 
her but once, before he ſaw her in this Court. He 
ſays, he ſaw her come tripping up Stairs; that the 
Defendant received her in an amorous Manner; 
and they ſeemed ſo loving, that I am ſure he might 
have had any Thing he would of her; he ſeems to 
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the Part of the Deſendant, for bringing him into 
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imagine, that the Defendant might have lain with RN 


her. To what End this is faid, I cannot tell, and 
therefore I ſhall rake no farther Notice of it, only 


obſerve, that the Captain then thought our Witneſs | 


Bentley a very agreeable, engaging young Woman. 
This I can aver, that ſhe is a very conſiſtent Wit- 
neſs, and, that her Evidence is full of Probability. 
She has fully proved, the main Point in Queſtion, 


viz, the Criminal Converſation between the Defen- 


dant Gambier, and her Miſtreſs, the Wife of Ad- 
miral Knowles. The Evidence is very clear, and, 


hope, ſatisfactory to you, Gentlemen of the Jury. 
but to remove all Doubt, if it were poſſible for you 


to have any, we have laid before you divers of the 
Defendant's Letters, which corroborate every Part 


of Elizabeth Bentley's Evidence. Now theſe Let- 


ters have been proved to be the Hand- writing of the 
Defendant Captain Gambier, beyond all Manner of 
Diſpute. The principal Witneſs in this Cauſe, Mrs, 
Bentley ſwears, that ſhe has ſeen the Defendant 
write, though not his own Name; and ſhe 1 

particularly, as to one of theſe Letters, that ſhe was 
in the Room with the Defendant whilſt he wrote it, 
and that ſhe, by = Deſire of che Defendant, _ 
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_ Hahd-writing-of the Defendant Meile proved 
by the Teſtimony of Captain! O ara, one of the : 

WEN: og ans Witneſſes, ©. He being aſked, whe- 
__  thet he dick believe che Letters ſhe wn him,” to be me 

Hand-writing of the Defendant; he anſwered, I 

believe they are the Hand. writing of the Defendant 
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red the ſanſe I. 


Captain Gambier: And then looking again at theſe 


Tetters, the Witneſs added, Upon my Honour: they 

are the. +Hand-writing of Captain Gambier. Aſter- 
wards, being asked dis Opinion as to the — 

marked No. 4. in relation to its Authenticity, he 
Anſweted, This Letter marked No. 4. is the Hand- 


 ' wtiting of the Defendant Captain Cambier, as well 
as the others. Now the Uſe that we produce theſe 
Letters for; is to corraborate two Parts of EA Zabeth 
Bentley's Evidence, firſt, the Circumſtance relating 
to the Beginning of the Criminal Converſation be- 
tween the accuſed Parties, on the Twenty-third Day 
of April 1756, in Governor Knowles's Houſe in 
Jamaica. i he Letter takes Notice of this Occui- 
rence, thus : I always remember and commemorate 
that happy Day, the Twenty-Third of April, as 
my Wedding-Day ; for we are married before Gow; 
and as the Day which compleated his and their mu- 
tua] Happineſs and Bliſs. I he ſecond Circumſtance, 
bs, the Amours of the Defendant and the Lady 
Knowles,” aboard the Defendant's own. Ship, in the 
State-Cabbin, Theſe agreeable 'TranſzCtions, ' the 
Defendant thus mentions in theſe Letters: It gives 
me, ſays he, the greateſt Satisfaction, the Remem- 
brance of thoſe mutual Joys and Endearments which 
paſſed between Us in the State Cabhin,' in our Voy- 
age from Jamaica to London. Theſe Letters are 
therefore delivered [ Here the ' Plaintiff *s Connciu 
gave the Letters to the Foreman of the Fury | to 
Tou, Gentlemen, for your Peruſal and ſerious Con- 
{ideration ; for as they have been * to be the 
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the Sitio, Charatters, , ports Nabe 


Defendant Gambier is poſſeſſed of a conſiderable per 
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comps; Oui che Sc ef he Defendant; chey 
bave induftricuſly endenv red to nde youlthar 
the Defendidat4: Very OD and<greatly in Debt: 
but unluckily it comes out from the Mouth .of o, 
of their own Witneſſes, that the Defendant is "now Kt 15 
poſſeſſed of the Intereſt of Fourteen W | 
Pounds a Tear at 5 per Cent. which every one 
knows is a yearly Income of Seven Hundred Pounds: 
beſides which, the Defendant has Half: Pay. a 2 v 
Non-commliſſioned Officer in his Majeſty” Navy; 
and, if my Inſtructions are true, though it has not 
been given as Matter of Evidence, in this Cauſe, tbe 


ſonal Eſtate. But, Gentlemen, let it be ſuppoſed, - 
that the Defendant is not worth a Farthing, does it 
therefore follow, tit fall or inconſiderable Da- 


mages muſt be e rel the Damage? 
are to be eſti ding eee et 
Obliquity of dt eee. Accordingly, 
in a Caſe tried in thi Colt, en a Footman was | 


Defendant, when the Jul fodnd a Verdict for the. 4 
Plaintiff, with D to the Amount of Fire 


Thouſand Pounds; and in this Caſe, I cannot fee wy 4 
bo you, Gentlemen, can find leſs Damages for the J py: 
much injured! Plaintiff Admiral Knowles, ; ; 
Then the Lord Chief Juſtice delivered TW > 4 
learned and ing enious Charge to. th Jurys _ 
e, in a plain and 
| N bi 1 118 ly 
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34105 Deſendam Nr ν⁰ Hands 
ung, and Ahewed ; how kheyt cute pn with 3% 
and corrobotated 4 e Evidence af Nl ber Bextley." | 2 
Which laſted near hree Quartets of an Hour! 21 . 
After · which the:Jury-mithdrew for about Twenty 
8 — brought * ev Verdiet;for the Plain- 

; Wit Thouſand aunds Damages agiinſt. - 
the Defendants, l) tn hog mn nag fi. 

-. The Court Was moch crowded all the Trial, and 
the whole was not over till about a Quarter of an 
Han alter rt e on; Sunday Morning. 
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